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Excellencies,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· It is a great pleasure to be with you in the vibrant and progressive city of Jakarta this morning – indeed, it is my first ever visit to your capital city, and I am most impressed.

· I would like to thank Mastel for organizing this important roundtable discussion, and for inviting me to participate. I would like to congratulate Mastel for taking the lead in providing a platform for high-level discussions among stakeholders and counterparts from many different entities on very important issues, and in particular convergence and national sector visioning through ICT roadmaps.

· Mastel should also be congratulated on its tireless efforts to promote and further development of ICTs and telecommunications in Indonesia.

· Indonesia is the fourth most populous nation on the planet and occupies a highly-strategic place in the world. As the only ASEAN member of the G20, it is particularly influential at both the regional and the global level. It is also home, of course, to the world’s largest Muslim community.

· Indonesia is a very important ITU Member State, playing an important role within the Union, and has for a long time been a very active member of the ITU Council. We are grateful for Indonesia’s support and look forward to our continued collaboration – for the benefit of ICT development in the region and around the world, and in particular in developing countries. Indonesia hosts the only ITU Area Office in the Asia Pacific Region, and has hosted many ITU and regional events.

Ladies and gentlemen,

· For the topic of this meeting, there are no simple solutions. Around the world, policy makers are revamping licensing frameworks to make them more flexible, and to address the increasing reality of convergence. As technologies have changed rapidly in recent years, and with experience and lessons learned over the past decades, many good practices need to be re-visited, and new issues should be addressed urgently.

· Various different approaches have been taken. Some favour a ‘generic’ or ‘converged’ licence for all providers of telecommunication services, regardless of the technology they deploy or the service niche they target. Others have developed new, functional categories, establishing different licences for network operation and service provision. Still others have questioned whether licensing, as we traditionally knew it, is necessary at all in a liberalized environment.

· All of these changes raise issues that policy makers and regulators need to address. While it is clear that we cannot adopt a ‘one size fits all’ approach, there are nonetheless some general principles which can be applied – such as favouring a competitive environment; ensuring consumer rights and protection; and remaining technology-neutral.

· In Indonesia, in particular, I cannot think of an ICT technology which does not have a role to play in delivering better services to the people of this great country – from satellites to optical fibre; from microwave to submarine cables; from mobile broadband to fixed wireless access.

· It is encouraging to see an increased focus here on low-cost green technologies which many other countries would be wise to adopt – such as solar technology, wind technology and tide technology.

· I would add one further point, which is very specific to Indonesia. Indonesia is particularly prone to natural disasters such as earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanic activity, and therefore needs to continue giving high priority to emergency communications.

· While some neighbouring countries might choose to concentrate on a narrower range of technologies, I believe it is sensible to look at all the technological options for connecting your people – while at the same time making sure your services are compatible with services used globally. This is no easy task – and in the end it is Indonesia, and Indonesia alone, that will decide on the best path forward.

· It is very encouraging to witness the progress Indonesia has been making in the adoption and uptake of ICTs. In the past four years, from the beginning of 2006 to the beginning of 2010, fixed line teledensity went from 6% to 15%. This has brought teledensity from below to above both the regional and the developing country averages.

· Progress in mobile cellular communications has been even more spectacular. At the beginning of 2006, mobile cellular penetration was 21%; by the beginning of 2010, it was 69%, putting Indonesia ahead of the regional, developing and global averages.

· The next step will of course be increasing access to the internet, and in particular broadband.

· I am very pleased to note that Indonesia has started efforts to address broadband access through the deployment of next generation networks, including the construction of high-speed communications backbone infrastructure through the Palapa Ring Project, connecting districts and cities across Indonesia.

· It is also pleasing to note the progress of Indonesia’s Universal Service Programme, which I believe has already connected approximately 25,000 villages through public phones and internet access.

Distinguished colleagues,

· I cannot over-stress the importance of broadband as a tool for social and economic development for every country on earth in the 21st century. Indeed, I believe it is perhaps the greatest opportunity we have ever known for human progress.

· Broadband is and will continue to be an extraordinary enabler, especially in the developing world, and especially in countries with large rural and remote populations.

· Let me give you a few examples:

· With broadband networks, health services can be delivered far more effectively to ageing or isolated populations. 

· With broadband networks, we can better educate the next generations of children, wherever they live. 

· With broadband networks, traffic networks can be streamlined, government services can be delivered more efficiently, and energy supplies can be properly monitored, controlled and conserved.

· With broadband networks, we can create the right environment for applications like mobile banking, IPTV, mobile TV, etc.

· And with broadband networks, progress can be accelerated towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals. 

· Today, however, for too many people around the world, broadband remains unaffordable. So that while ITU has recorded a dramatic shrinking of the ‘digital divide’ in mobile technology, we have also seen a ‘broadband breach’ opening up.

· It is therefore positive to see that here in Indonesia broadband became 21% more affordable last year, falling from 15.8% of average monthly income in 2008 to 12.4% in 2009. It is also very encouraging to see the rapid rise of mobile broadband here, with penetration more than doubling year on year in Indonesia.

· To reinforce the importance of broadband and to raise the profile of this vital issue, ITU and UNESCO jointly launched the Broadband Commission for Digital Development in May, and we held our first Commission meeting at ITU Headquarters in Geneva on 11 July.

· The meeting – and indeed the Commission – was co-chaired by President Paul Kagame of Rwanda and Carlos Slim Helú, Honorary Lifetime Chairman of Grupo Carso, and over 30 Commissioners were present, including heads of UN agencies and other international organizations, as well as leading lights from the private sector.

· The outcomes of the meeting will be used to create a report with a set of clear recommendations for broadband development. This will be presented to the UN Secretary-General, Mr Ban Ki-moon, just ahead of the 2010 MDG Summit in New York in September.

Ladies and gentlemen,

· I would like to give you an update on some of ITU’s major events in 2010, which is proving to be another very busy year for the Union.

· In April, we held the very productive session of ITU Council, the last normal session in the current four-year period.

· At the beginning of May we held the WSIS Forum in Geneva. As many of you will know, ITU was the main organizer of the World Summit on the Information Society, which was held in Geneva in 2003, and Tunis in 2005. The WSIS Forum was very important this year, as 2010 marks the halfway point from WSIS to the MDGs, and this gave us a unique opportunity for a mid-term review. Almost 50 countries participated in the open consultation process beforehand, and submitted more than 110 contributions.

· Right after the WSIS Forum, we celebrated World Telecommunication and Information Society Day, WTISD, on 17 May in Shanghai, to coincide with World Expo 2010. WTISD celebrates the founding of ITU in 1865, so this year we were able to celebrate 145 years of ITU’s existence.

· The theme for WTISD this year was ‘Better city, better life with ICTs’, which paralleled the theme for Expo 2010 itself, which is ‘Better city, better life’. We used the occasion to demonstrate how ICTs play a catalysing role in achieving better living standards in future urban environments and in building greener cities which help to combat climate change.

· Since 2006, WTISD has also been the occasion for us to honour representatives of government, industry and civil society who have contributed to the ongoing digital revolution, with the ITU World Telecommunication and Information Society Award. 

· This year the laureates were:

· The Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib bin Tun Abdul Razak;

· The Executive Director, Chairman and CEO of China Mobile, Mr Wang Jianzhou;

· And the President and CEO of the Corporation for National Research Initiatives (CNRI), Mr Robert Kahn, one of the early pioneers of the Internet.

· A week after WTISD we were in India for the ITU’s fifth World Telecommunication Development Conference, WTDC-10, which brought together over 1,000 participants from 136 countries, 300 delegations from the private sector, and representatives of the media.

· The WTDC was exceptionally important this year, and reviewed the numerous programmes and initiatives of ITU’s Development Sector as well as setting ITU’s development agenda for the four years ahead.

· The event marked the culmination of a series of regional preparatory meetings in each region of the world, and was be an essential step in assessing the progress achieved in the implementation of the ambitious action plan launched in 2006 in Doha.

· The Conference adopted many Resolutions, a Declaration and an Action Plan that will pave the way to building on the foundations of a truly global information society for all.

· Then comes the most important ITU event of all, which is the ITU’s 18th Plenipotentiary Conference, which will be held in Guadalajara, Mexico, from 4 to 22 October.

· The Plenipotentiary Conference is the ITU’s top policy-making body and is held every four years. It sets our general policies, adopts four-year strategic and financial plans, and elects our senior management team. It is the key event at which ITU Member States decide on the future role of our organization – and thereby determine our ability to influence and affect the development of ICTs worldwide.

· What we achieve at the Plenipotentiary Conference will not just affect the future of ITU and ITU’s work: it will affect the lives of everybody on the planet. For the first time, several side-events together with a high-level segment will be organized during PP-10. Immediately after the opening, we will be holding a Special Session of Visionary Leaders to discuss a clear imperative for the coming decade: Broadband for Digital Development.

· We will be counting on Indonesia’s presence at the Plenipotentiary Conference, and I look forward very much to seeing the Indonesian delegation in Guadalajara in October.

· As you know, ITU has three Sectors, ITU-R, ITU-T and ITU-D. I noted that Indonesia has increased its participation in all three sectors in the recent past. However, I would encourage you to be even more active in the activities of the sectors – to defend your interests; to introduce your values; and to raise the public status corresponding to your own relevance to the world. I am sure Mastel can play a critical role in these efforts, and that its activities will be appreciated by the entire world.

Thank you very much for your attention.








